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Collecting fishing tackle catalogues 
 
Everybody likes collecting something as a 
child. This behaviour last for only some 
months in some cases but there are some 
fanatics who collect something for a lifetime. I 
am said to be lucky to collect fishing related 
items, more specifically fishing tackle 
catalogues. This would be the topic of my 
recent article. 
 
The first period of collecting catalogues is 
when one starts collecting anything within 
easy reach, nothing matters if the catalogue 
is torn, watermarked, stained on incomplete. 
The aim is this time to get as many ones as 
the collector can with the smallest sum of 
money spent. 
This initial period is followed by the second, 
more “choosy stage”. This time the collector 
considers that he cannot cope with collecting 
all the copies ever issued in the whole wide 
world. So it is time to narrow his collecting 
field. He has to spot some special fields of 
interest.  
 
What to collect? 
Of course anything you are interested in. But 
here are some guidelines for the newcomer: 

• Catalogues by a certain company 
• By topics such as fly fishing, fishing 

hook catalogues, lure catalogues etc. 
• Auction catalogues and price lists 
• One catalogue from each 

manufacturers 
• Issues from a certain period of time, 

eg. pre-war issues, the modern high-
tech era 

 
The most wanted ones 
The most important companies whose 
catalogues are the most sought-afters are 
ABU, Shimano, Daiwa, Hardy, Heddon, and a 
little bit of surprising but we have to mention 
here the German factory, DAM.  
Every geographical territory has its favourites. 
Collectors are willing to pay unreasonably 
high prices for a specific catalogue. It is true 
here, too, you have to be in the right place in 
right time. It means that few Americans or 
British collect DAM catalogues but German 
collectors do. So you cannot expect very high 
price for a DAM in the USA even if it is issued 
in the pre-war era. But the opposite is also 
true in Europe, we do not want to pay as 
much as an American does for a Heddon 
copy if you are not a very serious collector. 
Almost everybody can agree that there are 

some manufacturers whose catalogues and 
tackle are beloved all over the world, not 
depending on where the collector lives.  
One of these world famous companies is 
ABU from Sweden. ABU fans can be found 
anywhere in the world. They can collect a 
wide range of catalogues in numerous 
languages. Just a very few of them: Napp och 
Nytt (Swedish), Tight Lines (English), Petri 
Heil (German) are the most well-known and 
sought after ones. There are some 
catalogues in Hungarian (Jó Fogást), in 
Polish, Italian or even Russian. 
The other favourite is also a big gun, it is the 
tackle giant from Japan, SHIMANO. Its tackle 
is well-known and loved all over the world not 
depending on the method you use, a special 
tackle item can be found from their 
catalogues. Most of the countries outside the 
motherland, Japan, just have one catalogue 
for a given year. It is not the case in Japan. 
Some 15 to 30 catalogues are issued year by 
year. The annual catalogue is called Shimano 
Fishing Tackle Catalogue which comprises all 
tackle items for the Japanese and Asian 
market. The other smaller catalogues are 
between 6 to 20 pages dealing with tackle of 
a special field such as clothing, saltwater 
lures or a reel model. The main problem for 
us, collectors, that the company does not 
post catalogues overseas that is why having 
one of these Japanese editions is a treasure. 
You have to pay high price for them if you are 
lucky to be offered one or two a year. 
Hearing the name HARDY, everybody thinks 
of the highest quality and craftsmanship. And 
that is right. Each of their tackle pieces are an 
artwork itself. Their catalogues the Hardy’s 
Anglers Guides, especially the issues from 
the first half of the last century are very 
expensive. Englishmen collect these 
catalogues mainly. 
The last but not least, HEDDON is the dream 
for an American fisherman and classic lure 
collectors all over the world. Heddon inspired 
lots of other companies and craftsmen to 
carve their lures and names in the annuals of 
fishing history. If one is a serious lure fan, he 
could have heard the name of the late Clyde 
A. Harbin (The Bassman) whose Heddon 
collection has been the most complete in the 
world. Their catalogues from the early years 
worth thousands (!!!) of dollars.  
 
How much a catalogue costs 
A vast majority of the commonest catalogues 
cost a dollar and not more. The most famous 
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manufacturers’ copies are sold sometimes 
four-figure prices in US dollars and 
sometimes the first digit is not one but a 
higher number. These cases are the two 
opposite banks. 
Between these two before mentioned cases 
there are the so called general catalogues 
which can be purchased and sought easily. 
They are sold for 5-10 dollars each. These 
prices can be considered to be reasonable. 
 

 
 
What the prices influence 
There are many single factors and sometimes 
more factors together sometimes in a positive 
but in some cases in a negative way. What I 
mean positive or negative, of course, it 
depends on selling or buying the copies. The 
most significant price determiners are the 
following: 

• date of the issue 

• well- or lesser-known manufacturer’s 
catalogues (how many serious 
collectors are interested in that item) 

• number of copies (in case of vintage 
catalogues the remained ones) 

• condition (price reducing factors: 
creases, cuts, torn, missing pages, 
taped, water or coffee stains, written 
remarks, doodles, ink splash, worn 
spine; price increasers: stamp of a 
tackle shop, original mailer, signature 
of a famous fisherman who used that 
make of tackle 

• how many collectors are interested in 
that certain catalogue 

• postage costs (sometimes the 
postage is even higher than one or 
two common catalogues’ price) 

 
Instead of epilogue 
What or how to collect? The answer is simple 
at first sight. Anything what can be reached 
and worth. Start with the most simple items 
and after that move to more specified topics. 
There is no point in collecting Hardy reels 
with limited budget because the collection will 
not build as quickly as the collector wants. 
So, all in all, be careful with your choice of 
topic and go on! 
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