
 
40 years of collecting 

 
For 40 years I am collecting fishing badges, 
medals, plaques, pendants, patches, flags 
(pennons?) and stickers. For that time I was 
able to collect over 14.000 pieces. Most of 
them are badges - ca 11.000 pcs. Medals and 
plaques 650 pcs, flags 350 pcs, patches 1.050 
pcs, stickers and other items ca 1.100 pcs. 
Everything only sport fishing. 
 
Recently the collections increases thanks to 
internet, where are lots of auctions, and my 
colleagues contact me for exchange or sale of 
their redundant pieces. There weren't such 
options in the past, everything depended on 
letters and it was slow-paced. On the other 
hand the were exchanges (bursa), which are 
slowly on the decline now, and the clubs are 
losing members. For example in Tábor there 
were over 300 members, today there are only 
about 60 members. 
 
Collecting is slowly falling into oblivion in the 
Czech Republic. Occasionally there are some 
new collectors, but after they realize how much 
is acquiring new pieces for collection financially 
demanding they give up. After Velvet 
Revolution in 1989 many collectors sold their 
collections abroad. They were lured on CZK-
USD exchange rates etc. They didn't realize 
that after some months there is neither 
collection nor money. 
 
I also had an period of attenuation after the 
czech agriculture (one of most developed in 
Europe) started to crumble. Our leaders sold to 
foreign investors everything they could. I 
worked in agriculture and at that time payment 
went down and we had to live with minimum 
money. 
 

I have changed my job and now I am retired, 
but I am still earning a little extra in company, 
for which I was working for 17 years. So I can 
afford to pay for my hobby. 
 

 
 
I am collecting badges etc. from all around the 
world. Big asset was and still is my 30-years-
long friendship with Herman Verswijveren. We 
are exchanging redundant pieces. Furthermore 
I'd like to mention Jan Eggers (also from 
Netherlands), but there is an attenuation of our 
contacts. 
 
My most prized possessions in my collection 
are old badges from period after 1900 and 
czech badges from so called The First 
Republic of Czechoslovakia(1918-1938). 
These are beautiful enameled badges. I attach 
some pictures of badges, medals and patches. 
 

Milan Kolar 
E-mail: kolarmilan@seznam.cz 
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