
FIRST CZECH CLUB OF FISHING HISTORY 
 

(Hieronder een voorstelling van de Tsjechische Verzamelclub aanwezig op onze vorige Eurobeurs) 
 
Dear Friends, let us briefly introduce the FIRST 
CZECH CLUB OF FISHING HISTORY. 
 
It brings together a number of people from 
various places in the Czech Republic. The idea 
to establish the club emerged some years ago 
when the founding members, Messrs. Sýkora, 
Čapek and Urban, registered the organization.  
 
The current chairman is Mr. Jaroslav Čapek 
and deputy chairman Mr. Milan Slovák. The 
principal aim of the club is to create the 
conditions for a dignified preservation of 
memorabilia for future generations of 
fishermen and women and to acquaint the 
fishing youth with the history of fishing 
equipment in order to facilitate a more 
profound and sensitive understanding of the 
fishing sport in the future. 
 

 
Rousek 

 
Since 2002 we have already participated in the 
fishing exhibitions RYBÁŘ - PRAHA 2002, 
2003, 2004, RYBAŘENÍ - BRNO 2003, 2004, 
Exhibition of fishing trophies UHERSKÉ 
HRADIŠTĚ 2004 and SBĚRATEL - PRAHA 
2003. Our stall at these exhibitions showed 
approx. 800 reels of Czech origin or made by 
SHAKESPEARE, DAM, ABU, MITCHELL and 
other companies of international renown. It 
also displayed 500 bamboo fishing rods and 
other accessories as well as literature, 
representing a cross-section of the private 
collections of individual club members. The 
club holds a club meeting and a sale twice a 
year. 
 
Brief outline of the development of fishing 
equipment up to the first half of the 20th 
century 

The independent Czechoslovak state was 
declared on 28 October 1918 after the 
disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian empire. 
The 1920s saw a considerable development of 
manufacturing, for which the new state, as it 
seems, provided favourable conditions. From 
about 1930 we register the emergence of 
several of the future pillars of pre-WW2 fishing 
equipment production, namely the companies 
Jaro. J. Rousek - chateau Žďár nad Sázavou, 
Adolf Tlustoš - Praha Kbely, W. Thoner Děčín - 
SOL, Stanislav Vlček - Přepeře nad Jizerou, 
Paulát  - Strmilov, Antonín Tvrdík - Praha, 
Stibůrek - Praha, Troníček - Praha, Václav 
Hořejší - Praha, Jiří Šídlo - Praha Smíchov and 
numerous other smaller producers. 
 
The economic and technological progress 
slowed down during WW2. The following 
period witnessed a short-lived boom lasting 
only until 1948, when all hopes were abruptly 
ended by the Communist coup. The country 
fell into the sphere of influence of the Soviet 
Union as a consequence of the post-war 
division of Europe. Private businesses were 
nationalised, production lines were adapted to 
suit the needs of the state and smaller 
companies were merged into larger 
corporations. This marked the end of a 
successfully started period, in which the Czech 
production of fishing equipment more or less 
copied English or French products, both in 
terms of range and quality. 
 

 
Tap Tlustos 

 
The oversized socialist enterprises TOKOZ, 
SONA, DRUCHEMA, ZNAK, LOV, LOVĚNA 
and SILON were put in charge of the 
production of pre-war producers - and for some 
time even sold the old stock of the nationalised 



companies. However, the quality of products 
was in decline due to the increasing lack of 
precision of aluminium casting and its sub-
sequent inadequate processing. Thus for a 
number of years malfunctioning equipment 
was produced. Spinning reels were manu-
factured with a deficient brake and roller up 
until the 1980s! 
 

 
Sidlo 

The Communist authorities and large-scale 
buyers did not consider these defects to be of 
importance. The majority of the products made 
during those times, especially spinning reels, 
lacked inspiring invention in their construction; 
their design was also uninteresting and on top 
of it, the capacity of the spools was completely 
inadequate. Basic aluminium drum reels were 
produced in large quantities for developing 
countries with a seacoast. 
 
A brief boom occurred around 1965 and 
onwards (perhaps in connection with the 
relative political thaw at the time), when the 
TAP 65 and SILURUS were created. The IKAR 

and NEPTUN lines failed despite the industrial 
espionage involved, because the project of a 
reel with a covered spool was not completed. 
 

 
Stabil 

 
In the 1980s TOKOZ acquired the license to 
manufacture the MK 100 and 110 reels from 
RYOBI, but neither this product was reliable 
enough. On the other hand, the state 
enterprise DRUCHEMA did achieve good 
results while manufacturing under license from 
Shakespeare Wonderod. 
 
The fishing connoisseurs were thus left to hunt 
for imports of Shakespeare, ABU or Mitchell 
equipment, which were extremely scarce and 
usually sold underhand to influential 
customers, and only exceptionally were 
available to the wider public. For this reason 
fishing equipment acquires a higher collector’s 
price in the Czech Republic than anywhere 
else in Europe, because it is still surrounded by 
an aura of unavailability. 
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